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Comments:
See related testimony of Nr. 336 James Will.

Text of Account:
p. 181:
“Mr. William Henry Pratt, and Mr. James Will, called in; and Examined.
8165. [Sir R. H. Inglis.] (To Mr. Pratt). ARE you a native of Africa?
[Pratt]-- Yes.
8166. You yourself, were taken in a slave ship?
[Pratt]-- Yes, both of us, and brought to Sierra Leone.
8167. You were taken as a slave, in a slave ship, and liberated in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]-- Yes.
8168. How many years ago were you liberated?
[Pratt]– In 1822.
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8169. Since that time have you resided m Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]– I have.
8170. Do you practise any profession, or carry on any business there?
[Pratt]– Yes; when I was landed from the slave vessel I was sent to school, under the care of the
Church Missionary Society, and there I remained seven years; in 1827 I was discharged from the
school; then I strived to get my own living; I was hired by merchants and others, until 1837,
when I was able to strive for myself; from thence I was connected with a missionary. In 1835 I
was converted, and since I do what I can to assist the missionaries in my country.
8171. Are you in connexion with the Church Missionary Society?
[Pratt]– With the Wesleyan missionaries? Since 1838 and 1839 I have carried on correspondence
with England as a merchant. In the present year I am visiting England myself.
8172. Have you a house belonging to yourself in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]– Yes, a very great corner house.
8173. Is your house of business known by commerce in your name?
[Pratt]– Yes.
8174. What is the name of the firm?
[Pratt] My own name, William Henry Pratt.
p. 182:
Both me and my friend here endeavour as a committee to help our father and mother in England
to put down the slave trade.
8175. Do you employ many liberated Africans yourself?
[Pratt]– Yes.
8176. How many?
[Pratt]– I have four allocated to me by the Government under indentures.
8177. You take care of them as your apprentices?
[Pratt]– Yes, send them to school, and bring them up myself.
8178. [Mr. Barkly.] For how many years?
[Pratt]– According to the age.
8179. [Sir. R.H. Ingliss.] You stated that you have received four under indentures?
[Pratt]– Yes, and I have three hired.
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8180. Will you state for how many years you undertake to provide for each of the four?
[Pratt]– Those above twelve years are apprenticed for three years; those that are under nine are
apprenticed for five years, and those that are beyond 10 are apprenticed for four years.
8181. If you have no objection will you state what brings you to England now?
[Pratt]– I have come to England because I have sufficient money to pay my way. I wish to bring
my children, and give them a thorough education, as I could afford it.
8182. [Chairman.] What is your son’s age who is with you?
[Pratt]– Eleven.
8183. [Sir R.H. Inglis.] Do you propose to leave him in England to be educated?
[Pratt]– Yes; and by coming to England and disbursing my money myself, I would better
understand things.
8184. You propose to return to Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]— Yes, in October next.
8185. You propose to take back with you articles of commerce?
[Pratt]— Quantities.
8186. You came here then in part to make mercantile and commercial engagements?
[Pratt]— Yes, I came to deal in merchandise.
8187. Are there other gentlemen like yourself engaged in commerce in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]— Yes, I know gentlemen, under 14 or between 14 and 15, that have opened
correspondence with England.
8188. Are they all Africans?
[Pratt]— Yes.
8189. Were they all slaves at one time?
[Pratt]— Yes; we all came at different times.
8190. And all have been liberated?
[Pratt]— Yes.
8191. And all placed in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]-- Yes.
8192. Originally under the protection of the Church Missionary Society?
[Pratt]-- No various; under the government.
8193. You yourself were originally placed in the Church Missionary Society?
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[Pratt]— Yes.
8194. How many form the congregation of Wesleyans in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]—I think we have 27 chapels.
8195. What is the smallest number attending any one of those chapels?
[Pratt]—I think one chapel in the West End has no less in attendance on morning service on the
Sabbath, than from 700 to 800.
8196. Is that the largest or the smallest number?
[Pratt]-- That is where the population is great.
8197. How many liberated Africans are there altogether in the Wesleyan community in Sierra
Leone?
[Pratt]-- All the congregation in Free Town is almost composed of liberated Africans, but the
Wesleyans altogether I think are about four thousand.
8198. Do the remaining Christians in Sierra Leone of African blood belong to the Church
Missionary Institution?
[Pratt]-- No; there is another connexion called the African Methodists, under the care and control
of a liberated African, 1,800 members; and there is another connexion, the Baptist chapel, under
a Nova Scotian, from America; one large stone building, 80 feet in length, belongs to liberated
Africans, under the control of a liberated preacher; and there is another connexion, Lady
Huntingdon’s, in two parts, one under a Nova Scotian and one consisting of four or five hundred
liberated Africans, controlled by a liberated African.
8199. Are they united, generally speaking, or are there unhappily dissensions between those
different bodies of Christians?
[Pratt]-- If the African Methodist Society under take to build a new chapel, there is an invitation
for liberated Africans in general.
8200. Then you wish the Committee to understand that they not only do not quarrel, but agree
with each other?
[Pratt]-- Yes, the liberated Africans are all one in everything.
p. 183:
8201. Do you, since you first landed from Siena Leone, perceive great improvement in the
society of Sierra Leone, as well as a great increase in the size of Free Town?
[Pratt]-- The society has vastly increased, the educational branches are larger; there is a
Wesleyan mission, and a Church mission, and another school has opened for every man that is
able to put his children to school, and they are instructed in theology, Hebrew, and Greek, and
the study of arithmetic; everything that is useful to children.
8202. Have you any week-day services in your chapel?
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[Pratt]-- In all our chapels we have week-day services: on Monday our Church friends have a
service, and the Wesleyans go to it. We are all striving to get to one Heaven; we go to Church
was well as go to the Wesleyan chapel in week-day service. Our Church friends have service
again on Thursday, and the Wesleyans have service on other days in so many chapels that we
have service in one chapel or another every day in the week.
8203. What is the population of liberated Africans, and of Africans generally, as compared with
the population of white men in the colony of Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]—All business almost lies m the hands of the liberated Africans; they are all striving; the
contractors are liberated Africans; in all undertakings there are liberated Africans; everything
almost is composed of liberated Africans.
8204. Have you seen any liberated Africans who have gone to the West Indies and have
returned?
[Pratt]-- I dare say many return.
8205. Have you seen them?
[Pratt]-- I have seen them; but I can only say what I heard from them, because I have not been
there to be a witness. As soon as they came into the dock or harbour of Free Town they knelt
down, and said, ‘Thank God that I have come again to the land of liberty:’ they repented that
they had ever gone to the West Indies.
8206. Have you seen many liberated Africans who have come back for the purpose of inviting
and encouraging other liberated Africans to go to the West Indies?
[Pratt]-- Yes; at first a great many of the people were very willing, among those that could not do
better for themselves; they were very eager to emigrate. When the second emigration go forth
they bring a very handsome report of the West Indies, till the third and fourth; and then some of
the emigrants come and circulate matters in the place that the people were badly treated; and then
none of the people who had been landed in Free Town were willing to emigrate.
8207. At what time did those emigrants come in?
[Pratt]-- When they first come the delegates have those people dressed up and return to Sierra
Leone; so they said the place was very good; they went the first and the second time; the
emigrants have no power to return; they remain, and then they come back after the second time,
and then the people circulate the state of the place.
8208. Did not they obtain larger wages in the West Indies than they would obtain in Sierra
Leone itself?
[Pratt]-- Yes; the wages may he 2 s. a day; but they could live better off the wages in Free Town
as labourers, because everything there is uncommonly cheap.
8209. Do the labourers whom you employ at Free Town wear European clothing?
[Pratt]-- Yes, just the same as here.
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8210. On Sundays do they wear clothes much finer, which cost more money?
[Pratt]-- On Sundays they all go decent as you would go in the Christian world, except that they
will put on a frock coat. To tell a man to wear a coat is to tell him he is invited to a feast; as the
place is extrordinarily hot, they use a riding or hunting coat made of linen or holland. If I return
from England I would try to keep up the same habit that I have seen in England.
8211. Generally speaking are the liberated African population of Sierra Leone well conducted,
orderly people?
[Pratt]-- Very; and I can say with respect to the African population, that if it was in my power to
draw a picture to show the activity of the people, and the way they get on, it would give you
hearty satisfaction that your fathers who have been striving for Africa have not laboured in vain.
8212. If such be your opinion of the state of Sierra Leone, and of the comfort of those who
labour there for small wages, but wages sufficient to procure the comforts of life, do you wish
the Committee to understand that there is any probability a large or adequate supply of free
labourers going from Sierra Leone as emigrants to the West Indies?
[Pratt]-- As far as I know of the emigration concern, the emigration is chiefly now in taking
liberated Africans just landed from the vessel. They are led on to the Africa department. The gate
is closed so that none of the inhabitants can enter out of the street; no one can enter except he
p. 184:
gets an order from the Governor, and when the emigrants come, the agent, after he has applied to
the Governor, enters the yard, and calls the people out, and tells them that the Queen intends to
send them to a better country, that everything is pleasant, and that he will make them
comfortable and happy if they are willing to go, and he will take good care of them, and so on.
Perhaps then an interpreter relates to them the proposition of the agent, when perhaps
20, or 30, or 40 are willing to go; the agent puts them aside, and the next morning he takes a
bullock or a pig and kills it for those that are willing, and those that do not consent to go are not
have a share of the bullock or the pig. And be buys tobacco and other things to make presents to
those that are willing to go, and he says, ‘Those not willing to go are not entitled to a share of
what the agent brings.’ Sometimes the agent tries this temptation to them, that they will get more
money than they want. Then at six o’clock in the evening, the agent will go to the dock with the
contractor, and invite the people out to the vessel, and the next morning the vessel sails. But for
some time I have never seen any of those that have been in Free Town a long time emigrate.
8213. Your general conclusion is that the Committee must not hope to succeed in obtaining a
large supply of willing emigrants from Sierra Leone to the West Indies?
[Pratt]— I candidly say that you cannot get none, except perhaps newly liberated Africans go
into the yard, and you get them; but as to getting liberated Africans living at Free Town to
emigrate, you cannot get none.
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8214. (To Mr. Will.) You have heard all the evidence now given?
[Will]—Yes.
8215. Do you or do you not agree with it; and if you do not agree with it, will you state to this
Committee on what points you do not agree with it?
[Will]—As far as I can bring to my recollection, everything is as he has stated it.
8216. You concur in the general conclusion, that the Committee must not expect to have any
large number of willing emigrants from Sierra Leone to the West Indies?
[Will]-- I do think that you will not succeed in getting people to remove over to the West Indies.
8217. Do you or do you not think that the state of the liberated Africans in Sierra Leone is
satisfactory to themselves and to this nation?
[Will]-- They are more satisfied with that place than going to Jamaica or Trinidad, or anywhere.
8218. Are they in a state satisfactory to themselves, and which ought to be satisfactory to the
nation of England which protects them?
[Will]-- Yes, I think so.
8219. [Mr. Barkly] What wages do they receive when they are employed by merchants?
[Mr. Pratt]-- The salary of the different classes of liberated Africans is very good if one is
competent to conduct business; when I was hired I got 36 l. a year, and my employer provided
my victuals.
8220. Was that when you first came out of the Liberated African Yard?
[Pratt]-- No; when I came out of the Liberated African Yard I went to the Government School.
8221. Who supported you during that time?
[Pratt]-- The Government provided me with everything throughout.
8222. For the five years?
[Pratt]-- For the seven years.
8223. During that time you could not have gained your living?
[Pratt]-- I could not have trafficked at that time; I was at the Government disposal.
8224. What wages do you pay now if you hire labourers upon the wharfs?
[Pratt]-- I myself pay a labourer 9 d. a day; the Government and the merchants in general, pay
more when they require labourers; we used to pay 6 d. a day, but since the emigration we have to
pay 9 d. a day, because the labourers demand more.
8225. You think if they were to go away to the West Indies it would be one objection that you
would have to pay higher wages?
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[Pratt]— Now they will not work under 9 d a day.
8226. That better rate of wages enables the laborers to live more comfortably?
[Pratt]— Yes.
8227. The emigration has not done any harm to those that have remained in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]— No; emigration has not done any harm amongst the liberated Africans in general; they
are active in everything.
8228. You say that the emigration has made the labourers that have remained ask for higher
wages; was it not the fact that they were a great many Africans out of the yard who stayed in the
colony of Sierra Leone last year?
[Pratt]-- The government located them at the different villages, especially from Sierra Leone, to
the distance of 23 or 24 miles, for the safety of the people travelling through the night; the
government located people on the two sides of the road.
8229. How do these people support themselves?
[Pratt]— When they were first
p. 185:
located, the Government allowed them 2 d. or 1 ½ d. a day for three months and Mr. W. H. Pratt,
built their houses, and gave them land, and then they provided for themselves.
8230. Do they get any wages from the coloured people?
[Pratt]-- One man takes one, and another takes two, and another takes one till they provide for
themselves; if you have one to work for you, you must pay him wages, but the wages at the
beginning are very small, because they are fed, and you have to teach them agriculture.
8231. Do you pay any sum of money when you have those apprentices indentured to you?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I pay a fee for any printed indenture.
8232. How much is that?
[Pratt]-- Twenty shillings a head.
8233. Does that go to the governor or to the expenses of the colony?
[Pratt]-- I am not ready to answer that question.
8234. You said that provisions were very cheap in Free Town; do you know what is the price of
flour in Free Town?
[Pratt]-- I supplied 6o to 8o barrels to the Government before I left Sierra Leone; the tender was
for more than 2 l. a barrel; but we have qualities of various prices; this must be inspected by the
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Board of Survey. We get flour according to the state of the market; sometimes we may get flour
for a l. 5s. 8 d., at another time we pay sixteen dollars, when it is in great demand.
8235. Are you not aware that those prices for flour are much the same as in the West Indies?
[Pratt]-- I do not like to say anything about the West Indies for I have never been there.
8236. As to yams, they are sold by the cwt.?
[Pratt]-- I supply the Navy cruisers with provisions; I sell them yarns for 10 s. a cwt., some for
8s. a cwt., and some for 7s. a cwt.
8237. That is the usual price of yams?
[Pratt]-- Yes; but for the carriage from the villages I would almost give it them for half the price,
because the carriage to Free Town makes it much dearer.
8238. What means of carriage have they; have they carts?
[Pratt]-- No carts; some of them take it by canoe, and some of them who live near Free Town
bring it upon their heads.
8239. Do you recollect what country you came from before you were brought to Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I came from near the Bight of Benin.
8240. Do you often see your countrymen?
[Pratt]-- Yes, I have seen them.
8241. You have no desire to leave Sierra Leone to return to your country, have you?
[Pratt]-- I left my friends very young; I can scarcely speak the language now.
8242. You consider Sierra Leone your home?
[Pratt]-- I make it my home.
8243. [Sir E. Buxton.] How old were you when you were taken?
[Pratt]-- I was very small. I was scarcely able to give an account of myself.
8744. [Mr. Barkly] Do you recollect how you were taken?
[Pratt]-- I was kidnapped. I think we took about three weeks to travel towards the sea, when I
was embarked in one of the vessels from Brazil. I remained about three nights before the man-ofwar came alongside.
8245. [Sir E. Buxton.] Was the village in which you lived attacked by a hostile party, and the
people taken and carried away?
[Pratt]-- No, I and a friend went out to set traps for rice birds and other birds in the field, and
then I was kidnapped.
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8246. [Chairman.] Do you think there is room for all the liberated Africans now brought to
Sierra Leone to be settled m that country?
[Pratt]-- There is enough ground for agriculture except that we have this difficulty to labour
under, that the produce cannot pay the agriculture; there is no market for the produce.
8247. The produce is a kind of provisions that cannot be sent to this country or to any other
country?
[Pratt]-- We raise more than 500 tons of ginger and other things; but after the trouble of planting
the ginger, and weeding it, and everything, and bringing it to market, we sell it for 1 d. a pound.
8248. It does not repay you for your trouble?
[Pratt]-- It cannot pay for the trouble.
8249. You cultivate arrow-root in Sierra Leone?
[Pratt]-- Yes, in any quantity that you want.
8250. Fine white arrow-root?
[Pratt]-- Yes; I would be glad to supply as much as you would be willing to receive for 3d. a
pound at Free Town, and to ship it for you, but the person must pay the freight.
8251. What is the freight per cwt. of arrow-root?
[Pratt]-- I cannot say.
[Mr. Will]-- It is 4l. 10s. for light freight.
8252. (To Mr. Will.) Do you agree generally in what has been stated by Mr. Pratt in reply to the
questions which he has been recently asked?
[Will]-- Yes.”

(See original scans below.)
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